Tuesday October 24th, 2008

This past weekend at Fresno City College, 1% Club founded by Jeremy Russotti, ran its 3rd Instructional camp of the fall “Central Cali’s Finest,” by far the most talented camp run in the Valley in some time with kids from all classes making huge impressions over the weekend.  The depth and the quality of players have increased over the years as this area grows in density and it really showed this past weekend.

135 Kids attended this skill development and exposure camp from as far south as Bakersfield and as far North as Stockton.  There were also a few kids from Sacramento and a couple from Palm Springs who requested an invitation to come to the camp that also participated and made an impact.

The camp run by Jeremy Russotti and Philippe Doherty consisted of 3 hours of high level, intense skill training in the morning, followed by evaluation games in the afternoon.  Both the skill training sessions and the games were extremely competitive as kids competed in 2 gyms at a very high level.   

Some of the players that made an impression this weekend: (In No particular order)

DJ Shelton: 6’8 Forward – 2009 – East Bakersfield HS

This long athlete made numerous athletic plays over the weekend, playing well above the rim and finished on breaks.  A live body athlete who seems to be healthy after suffering ankle injuries in March and July. Needs to play hard consistently and continue to make an impact on defense to really reach his full potential.  Has great potential.

Bryan Garbez: 6’7 Forward – 2009 – Beyer HS

A much improved 4 man who has great hands and high skill level.  He had a great weekend as he hit jump-shots and finished above the rim.  Really great touch around the basket and vastly improved athleticism and conditioning.  Someone to keep an eye on this upcoming season as Skilled Big Men are hard to find.

Felix Mapanda:  6’5 Wing – 2009 – Patterson HS

A fast riser on the recruiting front as this live body athlete keeps impressing while he gets better each month we see him.  A raw athlete who has vastly improved his perimeter game and finishes way above the rim.  A big time rebounder for his position.

Johnathon Hedrington: 6’4 Wing – 2009 – Clovis East HS

A very well built wing who is strong and finishes with authority around the rim.  A very good penetrator and able to finish above bigger players in the paint.  Has vastly improved his jump shot and will put up big numbers this year at Clovis East.

Kevin Bailey: 6’5 Wing – 2011 – Clovis East HS

A big time athlete who has grown 2 or 3 inches over the past 3 months.  A long and limber athlete who finished with authority on a regular basis this weekend.  Blocked numerous shots and showed improved ball handling skills.  A major athlete who needs to continue to work on his outside shot so he can have a major impact at the next level.

Kiwi Gardner: 5’10 PG – 2010 – Central Valley HS

A lightning quick point guard who time and time again got into the lane and made plays.  Possesses some of the quickest hands around as he created deflections and stole numerous passes.  A bit small but out-competes his opponents and finishes very well at the rim with both hands.  Has shown some improvement with his perimeter game and simply a player that makes plays all over the floor.

AJ Bridges: 5’11 PG – 2009 – Monterey Trail HS

One of the best kept secrets on the West Coast.  Probably one of the top 5 players in the entire camp who simply bullied other PG’s with his blazing speed and strength.  A  throwback type, and jet who is extremely unselfish and has a great feel for the game.  Will make a program at the next level very happy as he flat out can play.  A very mature and focused kid who is a pure point guard.  Made play after play all weekend and was not stopped. 

Steven McClellan: 6’5 Forward – 2010 – Edison Fresno HS

A strong workhorse forward who really worked and competed both in the skill development session and the games. Massive wide body who showed great skill level in scoring around the rim and out to 15 feet.  Rebounded the ball very well and a forward who was hard to stop when he had the ball 8 feet and in.

Will Davis Jr.:  6’8 Forward – 2010 – Sacramento HS

Simply getting better every time we see him.  Impressed a couple weeks back and did not disappoint this past weekend.  One of the more athletic and long big men around who makes plays on both sides of the basketball.  Finished through players all weekend, ran the floor well and had great touch in the paint.  Active rebounder and shot blocker who will continue to get better as long as he puts the work in, which it looks like he is doing.  

Brenden Evans: 6’7 Forward – 2009 – Sonora HS

A very strong forward who really impressed this weekend as he finished very well above the rim and showed great touch around the rim.  Very strong, muscular body, but also knows how to use it.    Probably one of the strongest players in the entire camp but really showed solid skill level as he hit 15 foot shots also. 
Marcus Butler: 6’4 Wing – 2009 – Modesto Christian HS

A long wing who plays hard on every possession.  Great rebounder for his size and made plays on both ends of the court this past weekend.  Competed very well and showed improved skill level all weekend.  Scored in the paint and on the break.

Randall Jackson:  6’2 Combo – 2010 – Garces HS

An explosive scoring combo guard who had a huge weekend.  Shot the ball well and finished in the lane time and time again.  Long combo who had an easy time doing what he wanted on the offensive end.  

Robert Upshaw:  6’10 Center – 2012 – Edison Fresno HS

A huge raw athlete who was the biggest player at the camp.  Long arms but showed unbelievable enthusiasm in wanting to get better.  Competed extremely hard and made an impact as he altered shots and finished against older and stronger players.  Bright future for this young beast who hopefully will continue to work on his game.

Harnarinder Johal: 6’7 Forward – 2009 – Livingsten HS

A very skilled forward who finished strong above the rim.  Ran the break very hard and showed great hands and touch up to 15 feet.  Long forward who made plays and altered shots and had great balance and footwork in the paint.

Jarred White: 6’3 Guard – 2011 – Central (Fresno) HS

A smooth and skilled guard who shot the ball very well this weekend.  Showed great ability to get to the basket and finish consistently.  Handled the ball very well and played consistently all weekend.

CJ Scott: 5’10 Point Guard – 2009 – Clovis HS

A tough and gritty PG who really took the ball to the basket and played in different gears.  Very good on the ball defender and was able to finish time and time again as he sliced through defenses.  Possesses great court vision and competed every second of the weekend. 

Kameron Hoyt: 6’2 Guard – 2009 – Lemoore HS

Smooth and skilled lefty who shot the ball very well over the weekend.  Sneaky athletic who finishes at the rim.  Scored in multiple ways and had a very good weekend.  Has a great feel for the game and really stood out with his unselfishness and sweet shooting stroke.

Andre Beard: 6’3 Guard – 2012 – Edison (Stockton) HS

Strong and well built guard who is in his second year competing at the Central Cali’s Finest event.  Showed great poise for a frosh and has a sweet looking stroke.  Took the ball to the rim and finished and has great size for his class. 

Robert Sandoval: 6’3 Guard – 2010 – Clovis East HS

Tough and competitive combo guard who flat out competes on every possession.  Aggressive, strong, and fast and has the ability to get to the rim.  A big time scorer who does so in a multitude of ways.  Plays with and without the ball and one of the better defenders over the weekend.  Another Clovis East athlete who will make an impact.

Isaiah Gossett: 6’2 Combo – 2009 – Edison (Fresno) HS

A very skilled guard who scored the ball very well over the weekend.  Shot the 3 and took the ball to the basket with ease.  Plays aggressively and fast and has a great feel for the game.  Will need to get his HS teammates involved this year and they will have a great year.  Someone to keep an eye on as schools search for lead guards.

Denzel Johnson: 6’3 Guard – 2011 – Clovis West HS

Smooth and long guard who shot the ball consistently and took the ball to the basket with ease.  Has very good size and long arms and finished with contact.  Can make a big impact on defense with his length and intelligence.  Comes from great basketball bloodlines and another standout guard in the rich history of Clovis West.

Derek Wofford:  6’1” Point Guard – 2009 – Stagg HS

Fearless, tough, athletic, Slasher-style player that was constantly near the rim.  He is also a great defender, competitor, and team player.  

Calen Coleman:  6’4” Guard – 2009 – Liberty HS

Caleb was a very skilled player that showed a lot of smoothness in his game. He has a nice shot (though needs to be more consistent), and showed nice handle of the basketball.  He is a slasher type that has some athleticism as well.  

Andre Bolton: 6’5 Guard – 2009 – West HS

Super athletic wing who simply jumped out of the gym (literally with his East Bay Funk dunk during one break).  One of the better athletes in this studded field of athletes.  Took the ball hard to the basket and finished spectacularly on the break time and time again.  Needs to improve consistency on outside shots and should have a breakout year this year.  Another hidden gem in Central Cali.

Delvon Henderson: 6’6” Wing – 2009 – Sunnyside HS
Delvon had no hesitation shooting the ball this past weekend.  He is a confident shooter that has deep range on his shot.  He had a couple of games when they were falling, therefore making him a bright prospect since he is a lanky 6’6”.  He didn’t seem to be near the basket that much, but had a few nice flush’s in the paint in transition.  A solid pickup for programs looking for tall wing players that can shoot the ball.

